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CLUB NEWS

The next General meeting will be on Tuesday
11™ May at 8pm. All members welcome.

Guest speaker

Linda Ross is guest speaker for May. She is a
horticulturist, landscape architect, author and well
travelled and very good tour leader (from the
editors own experience). She is the daughter of
Graham and Sandra Ross, well known television
and radio gardening personalities, and before
motherhood a member of the Garden Guru’s
television team, amongst other achievements. The
Ross  Family  businesses include retail
horticultural, garden and landscape design, and
the world’s only fully garden oriented tour
company.

Linda has travelled around the world visiting gardens
with Ross Gardens Tours which are very interested in
the history of landscape design. She will talk about her

favourite gardens and what is so interesting about
them.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Why do we hold our Exhibition only once every
two years? You may ask.

Well I think that anybody who has participated
effectively in one of our Exhibitions will very
soon tell you, it takes so much time and effort that
we would never get any of our precious stones and
wire made into jewellery if we had one every
year. And this is true. However many years ago
when this Club was young and enthusiastic, a
basic decision was made that this would be a
self/help organization, as money was scarce. But
creativity, hyperactivity and enthusiasm were in
abundance. Not only did they build Clubrooms
but also the machinery that went into them.

In the midst of all this, they also decided, in order
to keep the fees as low as possible, to hold an
Exhibition of their Work and sell any additional
lapidary items they could make in the Club during
the year.

These actions proved to be a great success and to
this day our Exhibition provides the Club with
sufficient money, not only to keep the fees low,
but to provide us with the most, up-to-date
equipment of any similar club. Eg. Diamond
grinding wheels, Nova wheels and silver
channelling tool, with more soon to come.

| know that many people are cutting and
soldering, getting ready for the club competition
held in conjunction with the Exhibition, but the
Club needs an extra effort from all active
members in this Exhibition year. So when your
class decides to make something special to sell at
our_exhibition, or when we organise a special
weekend workshop, | am sure you will be
there.

John Andersen

New Members
We would like to welcome our newest members —
Alexander and Nicholas Mangano (Juniors)

We wish them much enjoyment cutting gemstones
and enjoying the other aspects of our Club.

The speaker at the March general meeting was

Mr Marr, an Australian gent, business man and
accountant of ethnic Chinese descent, who gave a
very interesting talk on the reasons, methods and
outcomes of chinese migration to Australia, with
insights into chinese social and cultural attitudes,
work ethics, integration, religion, support and
reason for ethnicised identity, and the effects of
cross-cultural and business idea exchange.
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Notification of a motion to alter the
Constitution of NDLC

Members attending the general meetings have
been (just) below quorum for the past three
months.

As a result, the ability to transact some club
business has been delayed.

As per constitution, notification is hereby given of
intention to table a motion at the General meeting
to be held on Saturday 5™ June 2010 at 2pm., at
the NDLC clubrooms, Beecroft Community
Centre, Beecroft Road, Beecroft,

ammending the club constitutional definition of a
quorum at General Meetings, Annual Meetings
and Special General Meetings to be 20 persons or
5% of membership, whichever is the lesser.

Voting rights on a constitutional change are
limited to Full members, Life members and
members over 18 years of age.

Junior members, associate members, honorary
members or visitors may not vote on
constitutional issues.

The assistance of club members is sought, by
attendance, to vote on this change.

Please do your duty as a club member to
discuss and vote on this important issue.

Proxy votes are not allowed by constitution.

EXHIBITION 2010

It's that time again when we all have to start
begin thinking, planning and working towards our
next Exhibition. Only five and a bit months to go.
Make sure that you put October 29, 30 and 31 in
your diary now. There is a lot of work to be done
and all Members are needed to contribute in
some way.

We need Members to look after the Publicity,
Raffle, Top kitchen, Jewellery and Nik Nak stalls.
These are important areas and essential for the
success of YOUR Exhibition.

We intend to have a garden and floral theme and
display. Ideas are needed.

PLANTS will be needed so start potting now.
Succulents are always popular and are easy to
pot. Agapanthus and Cliveas always sell well.

Any species of any plant you can propagate or
supply will certainly be welcome for the sales
area of the exhibition

BOOKS of all types are needed for the book stall.
If you need us to collect them contact a
Committee Member.

Cooking

Biscuits, jams, pickles, cakes are always a hit at
fund-raising events, as well as supplying goods for
our well known ‘free’ morning or afternoon teas
at the exhibition. If you can help in any way with
this activity (cooked items, time to help on stall
etc), please make yourself known to John
Weatherburn

New ideas and suggestions for items and stalls
are always needed and welcome. Please talk to
me if you can contribute in some way.

John Weatherburn

Exhibition Co-ordinator 9871 3302

For The Exhibition

If you are wondering what to do with all those
cabs you’ve never set, excess collected rough of
any sort, fossils or minerals, or have a need to
downsize, then please consider donating
materials to your club to assist fund raising at the
club exhibition in October. Coloured faceting
rough to cut stones for the exhibition and blue or
green cabochon rough would be particularly
welcome. Every item that is value added by
becoming an item of jewellery contributes to the
welfare of your club as well as showcasing your
expertise as cutter or jeweller

An Enamelling Working Bee will take
place on

Friday 21°* May from 9am

Saturday 22" May from 9am

making items for the exhibition.

Please bring your own lunch.

These will be great days to socialize, practice or
learn new skills, plus make a contribution to the
success of our upcoming exhibition in October.
All club members welcome.

To notify your intention to attend or have any
queries answered please contact Barbara Try on
43936168 or twotrys@bigpond.net .au



GEMBOREE 2010 Results
0-1A-1 - Standard Cabochon - Any Material,
Craftsmanship3™ Gina Weatherburn

99.25
0-1A-5 - Standard Cabochon - Agate Aesthetic
Appeall™ Barbara Try
98.27HC John Weatherburn
97.250-1B-1 - Fancy Cabochon - Clear
Quartz CHC Barbara Try
98.540-1B-5 - Fancy Cabochon - Agate
AA2™ Gina Weatherburn 86.90HC
Gina Weatherburn 86.400-2A-1
- Double Standard Cabochon - Any Material C1*
John Weatherburn 99.552™
Gina Weatherburn 99.400-2B-1
- Double Fancy Cabochon - Any Material cr’
Barbara Try 99.86HC
John Weatherburn 98.750-3-4 -
Free Form - Any Material AA3™ Barbara Try
91.550-4B-1 - Opal
Doublet - Domed Top C1*  Barbara Try
96.902™ Barbara Try
96.700-12A-1 - Tumbled Stones
Pre-form Set of 3 Any MaterialHC Gina
Weatherburn 96.670-12B-1 - Tumbled
Stones Natural Shape Set of 3 Any Material1®*

Barbara Try 97.250-13-1
- Polished Face Flat Surface - Any Material AA2™
Barbara Try 95.500-18B-

1 - Hand Fab Jwliry w Lap item Cut/set by
entrant-Opal2™ Helga Clark
87.300-18C-1 - Hand Fab Jwliry with Nat.
Mineral set by entrant1® Helga Clark
87.000-19A-1 - Cast Jwliry No
Lap/Fossil/Mimeral itemsHC Barbara Try
79.000-20A-1 - Cast Jwliry using
Natural Objects NO Lap/Fossil/Min2"™ Helga
Clark 83.70N-20A-2 - Cast Jwlry
using Natural Objects NO Lap/Fossil/Min3"™
Barbara Try 78.000-25-1
- Comm Mount Jwlry with Lap Items Cut/set by
entrant1®  Barbara Try
94.650-32A-1 - Fossil Single Specimen -
Invertebrate - AustralianHC Barbara Try
86.00
0-32B-1 - Fossil Group of 3 - Mixed Australian1™
Barbara Try 87.000-34A-
1 - Mineral Non Disp - Single Aust Specimen,
Cabinetl®  Barbara Try

94.003"

89.00
0-34B-1 - Mineral - Group of 3 Aust Crystal
Cluster, Cabinet3rd Barbara Try

81.01Trophies

Annual Trophies

Barbara Try

AT-06 John S Ryding Trophy for
Jewellery with Natural Mineral Specimen

Awarded to: Helga Clark

AT-07 Harry Miller Trophy for Open
Standard Cabochon Aesthetic Appeal
Awarded to: Barbara Try

AT-18 Boris Novic Trophy for Open
Double Standard Cabochon

Awarded to: John Weatherburn

The Ray Powell Trophy — Champion Club was
won by Western Suburbs Lapidary Club —
Congratulations — Well Done.

FROM THE COMMITTEE:

Competition Schedule

The competition schedule for our own
October show and competition is available
in the clubrooms. The schedule sets out all
levels and types of competition and
specifies materials, cuts and conditions to
be met for entry, as well as including entry
dates and closure dates. Your instructors
can assist you in clarifying any queries you
may have, as necessary, for entry.

Having your work assessed formally in
competition is a great way to learn and a
great incentive for refining skills.

Education Officer Required

The Education Officer position on committee

is currently vacant.

It is a liaison position between instructors and
committee, currently being managed by
committee, but ideally held by an individual.



Please consider whether you may have the skills
and time to join committee in this role.

Please contact club President John Andersen

to discuss issues if interested.

Field Trip Officers Report

The next field trip will be to Oberon on the
weekend 12/13/14 June

call Edward & Tereska Zbik on

Phone:(02) 9638 6586 day or

evening till 10:00 pm.

Mobile:0401 538 480
E-mail:etzed@optusnet.com.au

Location: Oberon Locality

June 12,13,14"

Accommodation: Jenolan Caravan Park 02 6336
0344

Distance from Beecroft: 172 km (3 hours one
way)

Localities: (FA = Fossicking Area)
(126, am),Blue Hill, Vulcan State Forest(SF),
Smokey Crystal (hard work), attempt to find three
veins running NS in quarry, may be better to find
veins, outcrops outside quarry.

(12/6, pm), Sapphire Hill, Vulcan SF, Sapphire, will
excavate anew 1 x 1 m hole

(1366, am),Campbell River, Campbell River Road
FAO4, Quartz Crystals, Gold, road side,
independent surface examination, panning &
sieving placer and river

(13/6, pm), Chain of Ponds Hopes Creek (LOOK
FOR CARS) FA46, 47 & 48, Gold & Sapphire,
private property, panning and sieving placer and
creek (usually dry)

(14/6), Lloyds Copper Mine, (near chimney stack)
Tailings, Copper plus minerals, common & private
property, several mine tailings over wide area,
including huge CuSO, tailings dump. Cu, Zn, Pb,
Ag, Au.

2010 program

Location: Mulbring Quarry

(Private property)

July, Sunday 24" Day Only

Along Freemans Drive, 1km north Wallis Creek
Fossils

Location: Duckmaloi River Camping
Ground (Crown Land)

August Sunday 15" Day Only

Turn off Jenolan Caves Road to Oberon onto the
Duckmaloi Road, travel for 9.0 km and turn left at
“Karawina” and follow dirt road to camping
ground.

Diamond (not worked) & Zircon. The area is being
'Made Safe” and being restored by the lands
Dept.

Location: Ardlethan and locality

September 25,26,27,28

570km SW of Sydney, dry fossicking, mostly
private lands, some on TSR (Travelling Stock
Routes)

Open Pit and tailings, explore locality, garnet,
sphene and apatite. (gem-topaz if it can be
accessed)

November Long Tour

Adelong - Beechworth

Date tba

Ed, Tony & Bert

Part 1: Adelong Tumut localities (420km)

Part 2 Beechworth (with Shepparton Gem Club)
One of Adelong's most interesting rural
attractions is the Oasis Coloured Sheep Farm,
which showcases Australia's largest display of
coloured fleeces.

Warriwood z Turimetta Beach

December 5" Day Only
Along Narabeen Park Drive
Fossils, Surf and vitamin D

DRAFT 2011

January - 4 days Sunny Corner

February Upper Hunter Weekend— Bush Camp
March Gundegai — kimberlite fields???

April Gemboree Bathurst Field Trip, probably
Tarana, Lowther or Lett River

April-May Yerranderie Weekend

June - July Yowah Qld

July — August — Tingha — Kingston Mine?

Are there any members who want to help
reconnoitre areas around Sydney, Hunter,


mailto:etzed@optusnet.com.au

Oberon, lllawarra and Goulburn areas as day
trips?

Contact details at beginning of Field Trip Officers
report.

Recent books and

the Library: Lou Sun, Librarian

A book “Masters, Gemstones” has been
donated to the Library. It displays many fine
gems and jewellery designs, a good
inspirational source.

SOCIAL SECRETARY

The club committee position of Social Secretary is
currently vacant and as with all committee
positions we seek someone to step forward to fill
the position. With all such positions, much
support and education as necessary will be
provided by committee and the Old Hands in the
club who have previously filled the role.

Are you the right person?

Please contact John Anderson, President, if
interested.

Age or gender no barrier.

You have to start somewhere

Club Motto ““Share Your Knowledge”

This article is aimed at primarily at new starters in
the field of Lapidary and associated skills, but is
applicable to all.

Its purpose is to inspire people to approach the
field with a desire to learn a broad range of skills
and to work to a standard that they will be proud
of, particularly in producing high quality work,
while maintaining reasonable expectations of rate
of progress.

Please note that different people will progress at
different rates.

NDLC is committed to teaching to a standard
sufficient to compete in competition up to national
standard if the member desires, or to practice
competently if they do not desire to enter
competition

DVD

Numbered amongst club instructors and club
management committee and membership are some
of the best in the country, with a great history of
achievement in national competition, as well as a
relatively large number of qualified judges in
relevant disciplines.

Proficiency in lapidary and jewellery arts is
similar to developing work skills and sporting
competencies. They require knowledge, practice,
time and dedication to develop competence.

A passion for personal excellepce helps.

he best’ a&e& G'cidh berEhiB Is that of
association with others who understand your
passion for gems and the jewellery arts.

Our club’s motto is “Share Your Knowledge”.
This, combined with the skill base already
mentioned as existing within our club, will ensure
that you are taught to a recognised standard. It
will also ensure that you get maximum enjoyment
from your craft in the club’s friendly, social
atmosphere during your learning.

NDLC will make you aware of the safety aspects
of the skills you learn while encouraging you to
practice to your optimum performance.

The lapidary and associated arts taught at NDLC
by its voluntary instructors are also taught by
evening colleges (hobby), TAFE colleges as
professional courses (both full and part time), and
as aspects of university degrees in Fine Arts and
Materials Technologies courses at Diploma and
Degree levels.

Best wishes in attaining the skills you desire.

In search of cutting materials

Many times we hear the question raised
“where did you get that”, or hear expressed
the desire to cut material of a certain
colour not available from the clubs’
resources.

The answer is simple.

Either collect in the wild, especially
having used the benefit of others searches
to pinpoint locality, or resort to the time-
honoured  tradition of  chequebook
collection and buy the bits you want.

There are sound arguments for either
option.

Collecting your own means being prepared
to research what you want and where to
find it, discovering what it looks like in the



rough, then being prepared to put in the
hard work and time to dig, gouge, wash,
grade and carry what you find, as well as
the expenditure on fuel, accommodation,
tools and safety equipment. But there is
nothing like the satisfaction of finding your
own then creating a masterpiece from it.
Sometimes you may even hit the jackpot.

If not, then you have had a great day out in
the country enjoying the scenery, the
company and anticipation of a find.

It’s a whole lot like fishing. Unless you
know your species and their habits and
have the right gear and bait, position and
time, you are only going to have a day on
the water.

Cheque book fossicking is a bit like going
to the fish shop. You know there are going
to be fish without all the fuss and expense
of catching your own, but you are left with
the choice of available species and the
cost. If you know what you want and the
seasonal availability you will make your
best choices.

Here is where your knowledge comes in.
You have to have a good idea what you are
looking for and what you are looking at, so
before going to the shops, go to the books
or the experts to get an idea about what
you seek. Be prepared to have an open
mind and to see the alternatives and to
know what the costs should be. Then you
can buy with confidence.

At the fish shop you poke and prod and
check out the freshness.

In the rock shop you pick it up, look at it
(with your lens as necessary), then prepare
to haggle if you think the value is over-
inflated. What you buy should suite your
purpose, because you won’t be happy with
mackerel if you wanted salmon.

Next, consider all the possible retail and
wholesale options of supply.

There are dedicated rock and gem
suppliers, crystal and new age shops,
miners and wholesalers and retailers, some

clothing shops and two dollar shops,
garden supply shops and second hand
shops, Op-shops and antique shops and e-
bay and the internet, as well as markets
and fairs and gem shows and club events,
street stalls and garage sales all of which
can supply you with rocks and gems to fill
your need for -cutting material and
specimens.

Remember, just because someone else has
polished it or sells it doesn’t mean they
have seen the unique feature in a stone or
been totally aware of the quality of what
they are selling, or even understand the
nature of what they sell, being blinded by
their own ideas, ignorance or hopes of
commercial gain.

Your best option for cutting material may
be to recut someone else’s efforts to create
the gem you want.

Cheque book collecting minimises the
expenditure on equipment and the time
taken to collect. The cost per piece may be
higher but you are getting what you want.
The idea is to keep your eye on the main
chance and to explore all options, buying
when quality and price coincide to provide
you with material you want to cut or
design with. (Editor)

What& Usually Available in the Crystal

Shop

The majority of materials available in most crystal
shops are in the quartz family. Commonly you
will find clear, smoky, citrine, amethyst, rutilated
and rose quartzes. Sometimes the rose quartz will
show asterism. You will find crystals and tumble
polished pebbles of varying quality. If you are
lucky gem quality, facet grade material may be
found. Agates and chalcedonies of various
species, both dyed and natural, often as slabs as
well as tumbled pebbles usually are plentiful.
Jaspers, tiger-eye and common opal species such
as pink, dendritic, or the blue from South America
may be had, as well as petrified wood.

Other types of stone commonly available include
moonstone, labradorite and sunstone in the
feldspars, lapis lazuli, sodalite, malachite,
haematite, calcite in various colours, garnet,



tourmaline, rhodochrosite, seraphinite, phrenite,
obsidian of different types, turquoise and
howellite and often many others.

There is usually a colour spectrum available,
stones of varying hardness to challenge your skills
of cutting, and someone else has usually polished
the material (often poorly) but sufficient to see
both the flaws and better material or pattern in a
specimen.

Not all material is going to be suitable for re-
cutting, but by looking at both variety of stone, the
polish obtained, the patterning of the pieces,
identifying the flaws, identifying the species and
challenging your design concepts you are going to
increase your knowledge of stone and of the
lapidary arts. Every now and then you will also
walk away with a great piece of stone at a bargain
price, have found the rare when least expected, or
fired your anticipation for your next cutting
session.

Always carry your lens and a small torch with
you, look carefully and look at a lot of rock. That
makes every day a field trip, a learning experience
and a lot of fun. (Editor)

Turquoise

The following information is taken directly from a
website called The Turquoise Guide that |
accessed via Google. What is copied here is only a
small portion of available information. It is a free
educational website.

Properties of Turquoise

Turquoise has the following properties and
characteristics:

It is a mineral known as hydrated copper
aluminium phosphate mineral.

Its chemical formula is
CuAl6(PO4)4(0OH)8-5H20.

It is rarely found in crystal form. It is classified as
a cryptocrystalline mineral. This means that the
crystals that form it are so small that they are
difficult to discern without the aid of a
microscope.

It is a soft mineral, with a hardness score of less
than 6.

It is highly porous, which is why it is often sealed
with wax or epoxy.

It is opaque, not transparent, and has a waxy
luster.

Its color range includes deep blues, light blues,
bluish greens, greenish blues and even yellow
green.

Turquoise can be spotted, often with pyrite.

Turquoise often has veins that are sometimes
referred to as spider webs. These lines can be
light brown to almost pitch black. Turquoise with
these veins are often referred to as "spider web
turquoise;" the phrase "turquoise matrix™ is also
used often.

Turquoise is a French term meaning Turkish
Stone. It comes from the French phrase pierre
turquoise, where "pierre" translates as "stone.” It
was believed, inaccurately, that turquoise came
from Turkey. While much turquoise was traded in
Turkey, the items bought and sold probably
originated in Iran or the Sinai Peninsula. The
turquoise that first arrived in Europe was probably
obtained in Turkish bazaars by Venetian traders.
"Turquoise™ is thus a misnomer.

Before turquoise became "turquoise," it was
appreciated around the world under other
names. Gubelin (1966) and Pearl (1976) have
done a great service by collecting and listing
the various name. Here is a partial list:

1 Agaphite: Turquoise from Persia
(modern day Iran).

1 American Turquoise: Pale blue, porous
turquoise. Applied to turquoise of
this kind regardless of its geographic
origin.

1 Aztec stone: A general term applied to
many minerals, including turquoise
with green shades.

1 Cobweb turquoise matrix: Turquoise
with a strong spider web-like matrix.

1 Egg-shell turquoise: Turquoise with a
matrix that looks crackled.

1 Egyptian turquoise: Turquoise deemed
to be less desirable due to a weak
blue coloring or yellow-green
shading. The term is used without
concern for the geographic source of
the stone.

1 Mexican turquoise: Synonym of
"American turquoise."



1 Persian turquoise: Exceptional, light
blue turquoise from the region now
known as Iran. More recently,
"Persian turquoise" is being used as a
quality grade, regardless of the origin
of the stone.

1 Rock turquoise: Rock which includes
turquoise and and other minerals.

1 Turquoise nuggets: Pebbles that have
been polished in a tumbler.

1 White buffalo stone: Aluma Phosphate,
not technically a turquoise, but
beautiful and often marketed as such.
Found in just one mine in Nevada.

Turquoise can be found in many colors,
including deep blue, light blue, greenish-blue
shades, green, and even yellow. What
accounts for this variation?

1 Blue Shades. The presence of copper in
the rock where turquoise forms will
result in blue shades. This is the
shade of blue that is most prized and
that is denoted when "turquoise" is
used as a color.

1 Green Shades. If a high concentration
of iron is present, then the turquoise
will take on a green shade. This is due
to some iron replacing aluminium in
the mineral.

1 Yellow-Green Shades. When zinc is
present, the turquoise will take on a
yellow-green shade. This is a rare
color, found only in a few mines.

The Many Colors of Turquoise

1 Yellow "Turquoise." Yellow "turquoise"
is usually a mixture of quartz and
jasper. Yellow serpentine is also sold
as turquoise in the marketplace. ltis
often confused as turquoise because
it can be found in the same mines
from which turquoise is taken.

Natural Turquoise

In current usage, "natural turquoise" is used
in two ways. First, the phrase is used to
describe turquoise that has not been treated
in any way with dyes, stabilizing epoxies, or
other chemical treatments intended to alter
the color, hardness or luster of the stone.
Natural turquoise cannot be easily found in
the marketplace. The purist who seeks it is
advised to buy direct from the mine. It has
been claimed that as little as 3-10 percent of
turquoise mined is of sufficient hardness to
be used in jewelry without stabilization.
Natural turquoise is rare, indeed.

The term has also been used to describe
turquoise that has not been treated with
dyes or epoxies, but has been given a wax or
oil coating for protection. Since the porosity
of turquoise can lead to discoloring, staining
and dehydration, only the most conservative
purist would object to wax coatings.

"Natural Processed Turquoise"

"Natural processed" seems like an oxymoron
to us, but the phrase is now starting to
appear in the marketplace. Thisis a
proprietary method, so we know very little



about it. Apparently, turquoise is soaked in
nontoxic chemicals to increase luster and
color. The method is also claimed to leave no
physical evidence of alteration. One
advantage is that turquoise subjected to this
secret treatment is less likely to turn green
over time.

Treated Turquoise

Most of the turquoise on the market has
been treated in some way to deal with two
problems intrinsic with this gemstone. First,
turquoise is soft, sometimes even brittle, and
thus susceptible to facture. Second,
turquoise is porous. As a result, it is
susceptible to staining, discoloration and
fading. These two problems can be
addressed in several ways, but most
commonly are managed by stabilizing the
turquoise (discussed below).

Another problem is that quality turquoise is
getting harder to find. Many mines have
been depleted and are now closed. The
turquoise coming out of other mines is of
lower quality than was once produced. As a
result, methods have been developed to
create turquoise with the appearance of
quality by dying pale shades and by creating
stones out of "chalk turquoise" (called
reconstituted turquoise).

It should be noted that turquoise has been
treated for thousands of years, usually with
waxes and oils. Modern techniques
represent "advances" on old solutions.

IMITATIONS

African Turquoise

African Turquoise is not turquoise at all. Itisa
type of jasper found in Africa and is often dyed to
achieve a turquoise-like color.

Block Turquoise

Block turquoise, sometimes called synthetic
turquoise, contains no turquoise at all. It is made
by combining inert ingredients, dye, and usually a
resin to form blocks that can be cut or shaped.

The mixture can also be poured directly into
molds to create most any desired shape.

By combine various shades of blue and matrix-
like dark materials, synthetic turquoise can come
close in appearance to the real thing. Whatever
one thinks of synthetic turquoise, the artistry of
the people doing the imitating is truly impressive.
By varying shades of blue and the imitation
matrix patterns, a close resemblance can be
achieved.

Howlite ""Turquoise"

Howlite turquoise is a substitute turquoise made
of dyed howlite, a borate mineral. Howlite is
porous, like turquoise. In its natural form it is
white to grey.

Its light color and porous nature allows howlite to
takes on dye very easily. In fact, howlite is used
to imitate other gemstones, including lapis. We
suspect that as a result it is under appreciated. In
our eye, howlite can be beautiful by itself and
without the aid of any enhancements. Howlite has
grey veins that have a pattern similar to, but not
identical with, turquoise matrix

Nature's Imposters

Turquoise is often confused with (and thus
occasionally substituted with) several other
gemstones. We will refer to these as nature's
imposters. Among the gemstones most likely to
be falsely identified (or sold) as turquoise are the
following:

Amazonite, Azurite, Chrysocolla , Malachite,
Pectolite, Prosopite , Variscite

Gotta love those Church Ladies and their
typewriters!

Thank God for church ladies with typewriters.
These sentences (with all the BLOOPERS) actually
appeared in church bulletins or were announced
in church services:

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the
Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for
Jesus.'

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a
chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands..

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.



Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married
on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship
that began in their school days.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic
will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to
our choir practice .

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due
to the addition of several new members and to
the deterioration of some older ones.

The church will host an evening of fine dining,
super entertainment and gracious hostility.

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and
medication to follow.

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of
every kind. They may be seen in the basement on
Friday afternoon.

Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning
at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in
the Fellowship Hall after the B. S. Is done.

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet
Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.

The eighth-graders will be presenting
Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement
Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to
attend this tragedy.

Lapis Lazuli
Stone's names: Lapis Lazuli, Lazurite.

Color: Lapis Lazuli occurs in various shades of
blue with some qualities being speckled with
white calcite and some with yellow pyrite. The
finest Lapis Lazuli is even blue color with little or
no veining from other elements.

Description: Lapis lazuli is a semiprecious stone
valued for its deep blue color. The source of the
pigment ultramarine, Lapis lazuli is not a mineral
but a rock colored by lazurite. In addition to the
sodalite minerals in lapis lazuli, small amounts of
white calcite and of pyrite crystals are usually
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present.
Because lapis is a rock of varying composition, its
physical properties are variable.

The name's origin: The name lapiscomes from
word pencil in Spanish.

Care and treatment: Lapis Lazuli can easily be
scratched or chipped. Water can dissolve the
stone's protective coatings, hence clean your
lapis lazuli jewelry with a soft dry cloth.

From the stone history: Lapis Lazuli with deep
azure blue color, often flecked with golden pyrite
inclusions, was treasured by ancient Babylonian
and Egyptian civilizations and often worn by
royalty. Lapis lazuli was widely used by Egyptians
for cosmetics and painting . Persian legend says
that the heavens owed their blue color to a
massive slab of Lapis upon which the earth
rested. Lapis Lazuli was believed to be a sacred
stone, buried with the dead to protect and guide
them in the afterlife.

For centuries Lapis Lazuli has been prized for
jewelry. But it has also been used to make the
beautiful blue paint ultramarine. Ultramarine is
used in paints, lacquers, and decorating
materials. It has a particularly brilliant blue color
and is very lightfast.

Shopping guide: Lapis lazuli has been widely used
as a semiprecious stone throughout history. It is
most often seen as a necklace of beads or carved
pendants.

Fine natural Lapis Lazuli can be rather pricey.
Deposits: The main supplies of Lapis Lazuli are
found in the Afghanistan, Egypt, Canada, Chile,
the US, and South America. The most important
sources are the mines in Badakhshan,
northeastern Afghanistan, and near Ovalle, Chile,
where gemstone is usually pale rather than deep
blue.

DIRECTORY

John Andersen 98714162
Bonstyle@ Optusnet.com

President

Vice President Henry Scheele 9440 0109 m.

0439 302854 Henry.Scheele@csiro.au
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Secretary Glenn Brown 9617 0446
glen.brown@csiro.au

secretary@ndlapidary.org.au

Treasurer Nivea Adami 9802 1477
nivadami@yahoo.com.au

Minutes Secretary  Alex Maitland 0402135965
ammaitland@optusnet.com.au

Editor of Lapis Colin Hazell 0410 659 729

col.hazell@Bigpond.com.au

Cutting Room Supervisor  Bert Deane 9653 1849

Education Officer  vacant
Field Trips Officer Edward Zbik 96386586
0410548480 etzed@optusnet.com.au
Librarian Lou Sun 9449 4434
Isfsun@hotmail.com
Social Secretary vacant
Publicity Officer Sharon Waters 08718938
sgwaters@tpg.com.au
Gem Council Delegate Barbara Try 4393 6168
twotrys@bigpond.net.au
Committee Member  Tony Try 4393 6168

twotrys@bigpond.net.au

Club Telephone Number 9484 0014
Public Officer Brian Burns 9878 4073
Postal Address  Secretary
Northern Districts Lapidary Club
PO Box 59

Beecroft NSW 2119

~NORTHERN DISTRICTS LAPIDARY CLUB INC.
holds the majority of its monthly meetings in the
Beecroft Community Centre, Beecroft Road, Beecroft
at 8pm on the 2" Tuesday of each month except
January. Variation in date and time of meetings are
published in Lapis, and on the club website.

The Entrance to the clubrooms is on the railway side of
the building. ~

Membership Fees: effective from 01/07/2009
Entrance/ Annual Subs

Full Member aged 18 or more yrs  $25 $20
Junior member aged 10 to 17 yrs incl. $10 $10
Family Concession $40 As Above
Junior Associate member aged less than 10 yrs ~ No charge
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In case of a person being admitted to membership on or
after January 1* in any Club financial year, the
subscription fee that year shall be half the amount.

THE CLUB FINANCIAL YEAR IS FROM
JULY 15T JUNE 30™

WEBMASTER - Thomas Maitland
Mail to: tamaitland@optusnet.com.au

CURRENT CLASSES & ACTIVITIES
HELD IN CLUB ROOMS
Monday 7.30pm CABOCHON CUTTING
Instructors Glenn Brown 9617 0446
7.30pm SILVER JEWELLERY
Instructor Johan ten Hoedt 9484 6521
Tuesday 9.00am SILVER JEWELLERY workshop
Contact Ed Bentley 94985748
Wednesday 10.00am SENIORS ALL DAY Workshop
Contact George Hunter 9871 2126
7.30pm SILVER JEWELLERY
Instructor Brian Burns 9878 4073
Thursday  7.30pm CABOCHON CUTTING
Instructor John Weatherburn 9871 3302
7.30pm FACETING CLASS
Instructor Norm Fitzpatrick 9876 1815

CASUAL COMPETITION CUTTING
No teacher — self help - enquiries please
contact John Weatherburn — 9871 3302

Friday

Saturday 1.00pm Family CLASS
Instructor Paul Khoo

with Corin Sadlier 9869 7775

CLASS FEES can be paid to your class teacher,
also annual membership fees when due and any
purchases from the shop.

CLASS, CASUAL & WORKSHOPS FEES i
EFFECTIVE FROM 01/01/09

First Class — per term (School Term) $30
Any Additional Class — per term (School Term) $25

Casual Use of Machinery — per attendance $5
Workshops — 2 day weekend $25
1 day (plus materials) $15

Workshop Weekends: Subject, Date, and requirements
will be printed in this newsletter as they occur.

There are waiting lists for some classes
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DATES OF INTEREST

May 15-16, Lismore Club Gemfest
Lismore Showground

July 17-18, Cambelltown Club: Annual Gem,
Mineral and Jewellery Show, Community Hall,
Library Bldg, Ingleburn.

October 2-4 GEMKHANA

October29-31Northern Districts Lapidary Club
Bi-annual Gem Show
Beecroft Community Ctr, Beecroft Rd, Beecroft.

20117 GEMBOREE — NSW - Bathurst —
April 22-25

Lapis now available by 3 or
a !l

Members, if you would prefer to receive your
LAPIS by email rather than by snail mail
please send you email address to Colin
Hazell. My email is
col.hazell@Bigpond.com.au

DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed in LAPIS are
those of the original Authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Committee
or Members of the Northern Districts Lapidary
Club Inc. Persons acting on any opinions, advice
or facts published in the Issue do so at their own
risk.

From the Editorés Desk

Please send me contributions for LAPIS. | am
interested in articles that would be enjoyed by one
and all.

Ph. (02) 9888 7650 or Mobile 0410 659 729
Email col.hazell@bigpond.com.au
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MEETING DATES

2010

Tuesday 11" May........ccoeeveeeeeeiiin, 7.30pm
Saturday 12 June ..................ocee 2.30pm
Saturday 10" July ......ooooviiiiiiiiannn, 2.30pm

Annual General Meeting and Election
Saturday 14" August é é é 6.236pm

Tuesday 14" September................... 7.30pm
Tuesday 12" October ..................... 7.30pm
Tuesday 9" November .................... 7.30pm

rrrrrr

Saturday 11" Decemb er é ¢ éééé. 1 pm
Christmas party
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