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VOLUME FORTY SIX - NUMBER NINE    JUNE  2010

 

CLUB NEWS 
 
The next General meeting will be on 

SATURDAY 5
th

 June at 2pm. All members 

welcome, indeed necessary to vote on the 

proposed constitutional change. 

 

Guest speaker  
Our speaker for the June meeting is Diane 

Neasmith, an NDLC member, whose topic will 

be: 

“ A short history about the development of Mount 

Whaleback Iron ore mine at Mt Newman, Western 

Australia and the Haulpak rear end dump trucks 

used to move the ore from mine face to crusher.  

These trucks were developed and manufactured in 

Rydalmere, Sydney, initially by a USA Company 

owned by R. G. LeTourneau who developed the 

application of the electric motor as a drive 

mechanism. The electric drive could handle loads 

greater than the mechanical mechanisms of the 

time.  My interest comes with my husband Don 

working in the industry for almost 20 years at the 

Rydalmere factory as a service engineer and 

instructor.”  
FROM THE PRESIDENT 

John is on holiday currently, but wished it 

brought to memberships attention that the 

August meeting is the ANNUAL General 

Meeting, with a spill of Committee positions 

and Election of Committee Members for the 

coming year.  

To this end, duties of committee members are on 

public display in the club rooms so that 

membership can make decisions about standing 

for committee. 

Some positions could be considered as ‘learning’ 

positions, while all positions are well supported 

by other committee members. 

The future of your club is in your hands.    

Happy  holiday John.                                     

Editor 

 New Members 
We would like to welcome our newest members – 

Dr Leigh Stephenson of Petersham  

And 

Miss  Belinda Barbera of Carlingford 

 

We wish them much enjoyment cutting gemstones 

and enjoying the other aspects of our Club.                       

              ----------------------------- 

 

Notification of a motion to alter the 

Constitution of NDLC 

Members attending the general meetings have 

been (just) below quorum for the past three 

months. 

As a result, the ability to transact some club 

business has been delayed.  

 

As per constitution, notification is hereby given of 

intention to  table a motion at the General meeting 

to be held on Saturday 5th
th

 June 2010 at 2pm., 

at the NDLC clubrooms, Beecroft Community 

Centre, Beecroft Road, Beecroft, 

ammending the club constitutional definition of a 

quorum at General Meetings, Annual Meetings 

and Special General Meetings to be 20 persons or 

5% of membership, whichever is the lesser. 

 

Voting rights on a constitutional change are 

limited to Full members, Life members and 

members over 18 years of age.  

Junior members, associate members, honorary 

members or visitors may not vote on 

constitutional issues.  

 

The assistance of club members is sought, by 

attendance, to vote on this change.  

 

Please do your duty as a club member to 

discuss and vote on this important issue. 

  

Proxy votes are not allowed by constitution. 

 

http://www.ndlapidary.org.au/


 

2. 

EXHIBITION 2010 

It’s that time again when we all have to start 
begin thinking, planning and working towards our 
next Exhibition.  Only five and a bit months to go.  
Make sure that you put October 29, 30 and 31 in 
your diary now.  There is a lot of work to be done 
and all Members are needed to contribute in 
some way.  
We need Members to look after the Publicity, 
Raffle, Top kitchen, Jewellery and Nik Nak stalls. 
These are important areas and essential for the 
success of YOUR Exhibition. 
We intend to have a garden and floral theme and 
display.  Ideas are needed.  
PLANTS will be needed so start potting now.  
Succulents are always popular and are easy to 
pot. Agapanthus and Cliveas always sell well.  
Any species of any plant you can propagate or 
supply will certainly be welcome for the sales 
area of the exhibition 
BOOKS of all types are needed for the book stall.  
If you need us to collect them contact a 
Committee Member. 
Cooking 
Biscuits, jams, pickles, cakes are always a hit at 
fund-raising events, as well as supplying goods for 
our well known ‘free’ morning or afternoon teas 
at the exhibition. If you can help in any way with 
this activity (cooked items, time to help on stall 
etc), please make yourself known to John 
Weatherburn 
 
New ideas and suggestions for items and stalls 
are always needed and welcome.  Please talk to 
me if you can contribute in some way. 
  
John Weatherburn   
Exhibition Co-ordinator 9871 3302 
                      ………………………….. 

A Working Bee will take place on Sunday 20th 

June, 9am till 12 Midday, organizing materials 
and equipment for the Exhibition. 
Please contact John Weatherburn  or leave your 
details on the list at the club if able to help. 
                   ……………………………… 
 
For The Exhibition 
If you are wondering what to do with all those 
cabs you’ve never set, excess collected rough of 
any sort, fossils or minerals, or have a need to 
downsize, then please consider donating 

materials to your club to assist fund raising at the 
club exhibition in October. Coloured faceting 
rough to cut stones for the exhibition and blue or 
green cabochon rough would be particularly 
welcome. Every item that is value added by 
becoming an item of jewellery contributes to the 
welfare of your club as well as showcasing your 
expertise as cutter or jeweller 
                …………………. 
 

First Working Bee a Success 
 
For two days the club rooms became a ‘hive’ of 
activity during the first working bee for our 
exhibition in October this year. 
On Friday the 21st of May there were a total of 
ten people attending working on silver pieces, 
while on Saturday 22nd there were a total of nine 
people working on producing enamel pieces. 
Overall it was a very successful two days with a 
lot of good work done by those who attended 
and gave what was a solid two days of work. 
Thank you to those who helped by answering my 
call for assistance, which helps our club to stay 
alive as a viable, functioning entity. 
I trust that future working bees – and there will 
be more for a variety of activities – are as well 
attended.                                              Barbara Try 
 

FROM THE COMMITTEE: 

 

Competition Schedule 
The competition schedule for our own 
October show and competition is available 
in the clubrooms. The schedule sets out all 
levels and types of competition and 
specifies materials, cuts and conditions to 
be met for entry, as well as including entry 
dates and closure dates. Your instructors 
can assist you in clarifying any queries you 
may have, as necessary, for entry. 
Having your work assessed formally in 
competition is a great way to learn and a 
great incentive for refining skills.  
                  ……………………………….. 

 

 

 



 

3. 

Field Trip Officers Report 

 
The next field trip will be to Oberon on the 

weekend 12/13/14 June 

call Edward & Tereska Zbik on  
Phone:(02) 9638 6586 day  or 
 evening till 10:00 pm. 
Mobile:0401 538 480  
E-mail:etzed@optusnet.com.au  

Location: Oberon Locality 

Please contact Ed if you wish maps of sites and 

meeting points. 

 

June 12,13,14th 

Accommodation: Jenolan Caravan Park 02 6336 
0344 
Distance from Beecroft: 172 km (3 hours one 
way) 
 

Localities:                        (FA = Fossicking Area) 

(12/6, am),Blue Hill, Vulcan State Forest(SF), 
Smokey Crystal (hard work), attempt to find three 
veins running NS in quarry, may be better to find 
veins, outcrops outside quarry. 
(12/6, pm), Sapphire Hill, Vulcan SF, Sapphire, will 
excavate a new 1 x 1 m hole 
(13/6, am),Campbell River, Campbell River Road 
FA04, Quartz Crystals, Gold, road side, 
independent surface examination, panning & 
sieving placer and river 
(13/6, pm), Chain of Ponds Hopes Creek (LOOK 
FOR CARS) FA46, 47 & 48, Gold & Sapphire, 
private property, panning and sieving placer and 
creek (usually dry) 
(14/6), Lloyds Copper Mine, (near chimney stack) 
Tailings, Copper plus minerals, common & private 
property, several mine tailings over wide area, 
including huge CuSO4 tailings dump. Cu, Zn, Pb, 
Ag, Au. 
                     …………….. 

2010 program  
 

Location: Mulbring Quarry  

(Private property) 
July, Sunday 24th Day Only 
Along Freemans Drive, 1km north of Wallis Creek, 
Left side of road 
Marine fossils are found at this site. 
Simple hand tools, hammers, chisels, safety 
goggles and gloves, plus wrapping materials and 

boxes etc. are necessary for successful collecting 
at this site. Depending on how long since this 
area was last worked by local council will 
determine the ease of acquisition of fossils. 
Shovels, picks, sledge hammers and crowbars 
may help if not worked by council for a while. 
Everyone will find material here, sometimes 
some very good ‘bookend’ fossils (both sides of a 
split). 
                …………………………………… 

Location: Duckmaloi River Camping 
Ground (Crown Land) 

August Sunday 15th Day Only 
Turn off Jenolan Caves Road to Oberon onto the 
Duckmaloi Road, travel for 9.0 km and turn left at 
“Karawina” and follow dirt road to camping 
ground. 
Diamond (not worked) & Zircon. The area is being 
'Made Safe” and being restored by the lands 
Dept. 

Location: Ardlethan and locality 

September 25,26,27,28 
570km SW of Sydney, dry fossicking, mostly 
private lands, some on TSR (Travelling Stock 
Routes) 
Open Pit and tailings, explore locality, garnet, 
sphene and apatite. (gem-topaz if it can be 
accessed) 

November Long Tour  

Adelong - Beechworth 

Date  tba 
Ed, Tony & Bert 
Part 1: Adelong Tumut localities (420km) 
Part 2 Beechworth (with Shepparton Gem Club) 
One of Adelong's most interesting rural 
attractions is the Oasis Coloured Sheep Farm, 
which showcases Australia's largest display of 
coloured fleeces.  

Warriwood ɀ Turimetta Beach 

December 5th Day Only  
Along Narabeen Park Drive 
Fossils, Surf and vitamin D 
               …………………………………… 
 
 

mailto:etzed@optusnet.com.au


 

4. 

DRAFT 2011 Field Trips 
January   -  4 days Sunny Corner 
February - Upper Hunter Weekend– Bush Camp 
March     - Gundegai – kimberlite fields??? 
April        - Gemboree Bathurst Field Trip, 
               probably Tarana, Lowther or Lett River 
April-May   -  Yerranderie Weekend 
June ς July  - Yowah Qld 
July ς August – Tingha – Kingston Mine? 

           ……………………….. 

 

Safety Issues 
 
Many of you will have read my items on safety in 
Lapis over the last couple of years. 
Some of the information contained in the 
writings was designed to get you to think a little 
about what you already knew, while other facts 
and ideas were aimed at specific areas of 
knowledge that was not (being) considered by 
the majority of membership. 
All the items were written with the intent of 
making membership a bit more conscious of risk 
in our hobby, because the fields covered by the 
clubs’ activities are broad, hence the areas of risk 
are broad. 
A general attitude of safety consciousness within 
the club is of little value unless the principles of 
safe practice are embodied within our day to day 
activities such that each of us can not only ensure 
our own safety, but that of our fellow club 
members. If you observe a member not doing the 
right thing, please make your concerns known to 
that person.  
It is not only the instructors’ role to do this, 
because an instructor may themselves be 
engaged with another member or task, so may 
not see an unsafe action. 
At times people may be distracted, unwell, 
hurried or otherwise not concentrating 
sufficiently on task, or they may be new and have 
need of education to become aware of a risk. 
Please take the time to do that educating or to 
‘refocus’ your fellow member as necessary. 
In the spirit of “Share Your Knowledge”, by 
intervention you also “Share your care”, which 
has to be good for community within the club. 
Over the coming weeks and months, you will see 
many and various signs put up in the club, aimed 
at safety. Some will deal with safe use of 

equipment, some with procedures and work 
methods, some with the chemicals used in our 
hobbies and some with procedure in case of an 
accident. 
Please take the time to read and digest the 
information. Don’t hesitate to discuss it if you 
don’t understand. In point of fact such discussion 
would be the beneficial overall to the club, so 
everyone is on the same page about an issue. 
The NDLC will attempt to put all safety 
information in common formats dependent apon 
type. This is so everyone will recognise a 
document or signage as being safety related. 
  
If you wish to contribute to discussion or 
development of safety information, please 
contact your instructor, or a committee member, 
to offer your ideas or expertise. 
It will be appreciated.             
 
You may ask why this emphasis on safety now?  
The answer is twofold.  
Firstly, joint task forces from both Federal and 
State have been working on the establishment of 
a unified legislature covering Occupational Health 
and Safety, that new legislature foreshadowed to 
have impact on voluntary organisation such as 
NDLC. 
Secondly, a recent “near miss” that could have 
been worse in outcome, has stimulated a lot of 
concern about the way we do things, and  led to 
much committee discussion and decision making. 
Thus we are reactive to the event and pro-active 
to proposed changes likely to affect the club. 
 
So, keep your eyes open. 
New signage will begin to appear in the club. 
Lapis will notify procedure and safety changes as 
they occur. 
 Like any organisation, safety consciousness is 
only effective when the workers (or membership) 
and management get behind the effort to create 
the culture, whether motivated by personal or 
corporate concern.                 Colin Hazell (Editor) 
      
                    ................................................ 
 

Just a gentle reminder that membership fees are 

due at end of June. 

They made be paid direct to the club via the 

treasurer or be paid to your class instructor, as per 

notification that will be mailed to you. 



 

5. 

THE COMPUTER SWALLOWED GRANDMA  

The computer swallowed grandma.  

Yes, honestly it’s true! 

She pressed 'control' and 'enter'  

And disappeared from view.  

 

It devoured her completely, 

The thought just makes me squirm. 

She must have caught a virus  

Or been eaten by a worm.  

 

I've searched through the recycle bin  

And files of every kind;  

I've even used the Internet,  

But nothing did I find.  

 

In desperation, I asked Google 

My searches to refine. 

The reply from him was negative,  

Not a thing was found 'online.'  

 

So, if inside your 'In-box,' 

My Grandma you should see,  

Please 'Copy’, 'Scan' and 'Paste' her  

And send her back to me.  

This is a tribute to all the Grandmas who have 

been fearless and learned to use the 

Computer......... They are the greatest!!!  

 

Also the Grandads! 

 

 
 

We do not stop playing because we grow old; 

  

We grow old because we stop playing 

  

NEVER Be The First To Get Old! 

Cook’s  Corner 

 
 Garden Pea Soup 

This is based on a French recipe. It’s both quick 

and delicious 

 

Ingredients 

1 leek or 6 spring onions, chopped 

6 lettuce leaves 

About 5oogms fresh or frozen peas 

About 750 mls stock (beef, chicken or vege) 

1 clove of garlic, chopped (optional) 

Salt and pepper to taste 

50gms butter  

Cream or sour cream 

Method 

Melt the butter then sauté the leek/onion for a few 

minutes to soften. 

Add the chopped lettuce and peas 

Add the stock, salt and pepper 

Bring to the boil, then simmer about 10 minutes 

Put the soup in a blender, then puree 

 

Serve with croutons, a little crisped bacon if you 

like, plus a dollop of cream or sour cream. 

My favourite is to top it with a little finely 

chopped lettuce and a few chives and parsley 

           ………………………………. 

 

Corn and Chive Frittatas 

 

Mix together the following 

4 eggs 

The corn cut from 2 cobs (or a 400gm drained 

can) 

2 tablespoons of chopped chives 

¼ cup of milk 

Salt and pepper 

½ cup of grated parmesan cheese 

 

Oil and fill into a 24 place mini-muffin pan, or 2 x 

12 place pans. 

 

Bake in a 180degree C. oven for 10-15 minutes 

till nicely brown. 

 

Top each with a little mashed avocado and a few 

more chives 

 

This is great and very quick finger food, or serve a 

few pieces with a salad as a light meal. 

This will make you an instant kitchen hero. 

 ……………………………………………… 

 



 

6. 

A few more Blue stones, and a few green that 

are readily available. 

Last issue I include a few words on both turquoise 

and Lapis Lazuli because blue stones seem to fit 

the ‘very desirable’ category amongst club 

members 

Below is a list, by no means comprehensive, of 

blue stones to be found in most rock shops, plus a 

list of some of the greens. Please enjoy the hunt 

and the cutting. Information on precautions and 

cutting methods for best results can be found in 

the club library or on the net, or you can 

experiment with cutting and polishing techniques 

once you understand the nature of material. 

 

Some Blues 

Blue lace agate/banded agate 

Chalcedony 

Aquamarine- can be found in many grades/ prices 

Topaz 

Sodalite 

Tourmaline-varying grades/prices 

Amazonite 

Opal, both common and precious 

Calcite 

Fluorite 

Apatite 

Sapphire 

Marble 

Lapis  

Turquoise 

Smithsonite 

kyanite 

granite 

labradorite/spectrolite 

moonstone 

 

Some greens 

Serpentine 

Jade –nephrite and jadeite 

Beryl – emerald –heliodore(yellow/green) 

Malachite 

Fluorite 

Chrysoprase 

Prase 

Fuchite 

Some quartzes 

Moonstone/sunstone 

Labradorite/spectrolite 

Opal, both precious and common 

Moss opal 

Moss agate 

Aventurine  

Garnet- dermantoid, grossular 

Tourmaline 

Sapphire 

smithsonite 

verdelite 

diopside 

zoizite 

praseolite 

calcite 

 

 

 

DIRECTORY 
President John Andersen         98714162 

                                         Bonstyle@ Optusnet.com 

Vice President  Henry Scheele9440 0109 m. 

0439 302854                    Henry.Scheele@csiro.au 

Secretary  Glenn Brown 9617 0446 

                                                    glen.brown@csiro.au   

                                  secretary@ndlapidary.org.au  

Treasurer Nivea Adami 9802 1477 

                                              nivadami@yahoo.com.au 

Minutes Secretary Alex Maitland 0402135965 

                                      ammaitland@optusnet.com.au 

Editor of Lapis  Colin Hazell 0410 659 729 

                                         col.hazell@Bigpond.com.au 

Cutting Room Supervisor Bert Deane   9653 1849 

Education Officer  vacant 

Field Trips Officer Edward Zbik             96386586  

0410548480                            etzed@optusnet.com.au  

Librarian Lou Sun 9449 4434 

                                                     lsfsun@hotmail.com 

Social Secretary vacant  

Publicity Officer Sharon Waters 98718938 

                                                   sgwaters@tpg.com.au 

Gem Council Delegate   Barbara Try 4393 6168 

                                               twotrys@bigpond.net.au 

Committee Member       Tony Try             4393 6168 

                                              twotrys@bigpond.net.au  

Web Master                   Alex Maitland                  

                                    ammaitland@optusnet.com.au      
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Club Telephone Number  9484 0014 

Public Officer  Brian Burns 9878 4073 

Postal Address      Secretary 

     Northern Districts Lapidary Club 

     PO Box 59 

      Beecroft  NSW  2119 

 

 

~NORTHERN DISTRICTS LAPIDARY CLUB INC.  

holds the majority of its monthly meetings in the 

Beecroft Community Centre, Beecroft Road, Beecroft 

at 8pm on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month except 

January. Variation in date and time of meetings are 

published in Lapis, and on the club website.  

The Entrance to the clubrooms is on the railway side of 

the building.  ~ 

 

Membership Fees: effective from 01/07/2009 

                                                    Entrance/ Annual Subs

                                                                       

Full Member aged 18 or more yrs    $25            $20 

Junior member aged 10 to 17 yrs incl. $10 $10 

Family Concession $40    As Above 
Junior Associate member aged less than 10 yrs      No charge 

 

In case of a person being admitted to membership on or  

after January 1
st
 in any Club financial year, the  

subscription fee that year shall be half the amount. 

                              --------------- 

 

THE CLUB FINANCIAL YEAR IS FROM 

JULY 1
ST

 – JUNE 30
TH

 

                            ----------------- 

WEBMASTER – Alex Maitland 

Mail to: ammaitland@optusnet.com.au 
 

                  ------------------- 

 

 CURRENT CLASSES & ACTIVITIES  

              HELD IN CLUB ROOMS 

 

Monday 7.30pm CABOCHON CUTTING 

 Instructors Glenn Brown 9617 0446 

 7.30pm SILVER JEWELLERY 

  Instructor Johan ten Hoedt 9484 6521 

    

Tuesday 9.00am SILVER JEWELLERY workshop 

  Contact Ed Bentley             94985748  

 

Wednesday 10.00am SENIORS ALL DAY Workshop 

  Contact George Hunter 9871 2126 

 7.30pm SILVER JEWELLERY 

  Instructor Brian Burns 9878 4073 

 

Thursday 7.30pm CABOCHON CUTTING 

 Instructor John Weatherburn 9871 3302 

 7.30pm FACETING CLASS 

 Instructor Norm Fitzpatrick 9876 1815 

 

Friday CASUAL COMPETITION CUTTING 

No teacher – self help - enquiries please  

contact John Weatherburn – 9871 3302 

 

Saturday 1.00pm  Family CLASS 

 Instructor  Paul Khoo 

 with Corin Sadlier 9869 7775  

 

  ~ 

CLASS FEES can be paid to your class teacher, 

also annual membership fees when due and any 

purchases from the shop. 
CLASS, CASUAL & WORKSHOPS FEES – 

 EFFECTIVE FROM 01/01/09 

 

First Class – per term (School Term)  $30 

Any Additional Class – per term (School Term)  $25 

Casual Use of Machinery – per attendance  $5 

Workshops – 2 day weekend    $25 

          1 day  (plus materials)   $15 

 

Workshop Weekends: Subject, Date, and requirements 

 will be printed in this newsletter as they occur. 

 

There are waiting lists for some classes 
 

                      --------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES OF INTEREST 

 

July 17-18, Cambelltown Club: Annual Gem, 

Mineral and Jewellery Show, Community Hall, 

Library Bldg, Ingleburn. 

 

October 2-4 GEMKHANA 

 

October29-31Northern Districts Lapidary Club 

Biennual Gem Show 

Beecroft Community Ctr, Beecroft Rd, Beecroft. 

 

2011 – GEMBOREE – NSW – Bathurst –  

April 22-25 

               -------------------------------- 

Lapis now available by  » or  

â !!   
 

Members, if you would prefer to receive your 
LAPIS by email rather than by snail mail 
please send you email address to Colin 
Hazell.  My email is 
col.hazell@Bigpond.com.au 

mailto:ammaitland@optusnet.com.au
mailto:col.hazell@Bigpond.com.au


 

8. 

DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed in LAPIS are 

those of the original Authors and do not 

necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Committee 

or Members of the Northern Districts Lapidary 

Club Inc. Persons acting on any opinions, advice 

or facts published in the Issue do so at their own 

risk. 
                   -------------------------- 
 

From the Editorôs Desk 
Please send me contributions for LAPIS.  I am 

interested in articles that would be enjoyed by one 

and all. 

Ph. (02) 9888 7650 or Mobile 0410 659 729 

Email  col.hazell@bigpond.com.au  

 

MEETING DATES 

2010 

Saturday  5th June ………………….....2.00pm 

Saturday 10
th

 July ……………………..2.00pm 

Annual General Meeting and Election 

Saturday 14
th

 August………………...2.00pm 

Tuesday 14
th

 September……………….8.0pm 

Tuesday 12
th

 October …………………8.0pm 

Tuesday 9
th

 November ………………..8.0pm 

Saturday 11
th

 December……………….1pm 

Christmas party 
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