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CLUB NEWS

The next General meeting will be on Tuesday
13™ April at 8pm. All members welcome.

Guest speaker to be advised

FROM THE PRESIDENT

A recent letter from Hornsby Shire Council,
regarding our Lease, brought home to me, in no
uncertain manner, just how important our Bi-
annual Exhibition is in helping to fund all that
new equipment we buy. Without the exhibition we
would barely pay our way. With our rent set to
rise substantially, it is great to see such a good
number of names on the Exhibition board, with
members selecting their favored positions. There
is plenty of room left yet and we are still short of a
couple of team leaders, so make sure that your
name is up there somewhere.

| am sure you will join me in thanking John
Weatherburn for taking on the job of Co-ordinator
for the Exhibition, and | can assure you he is
already up and running, doing all those things a
Co-ordinator does. If he asks for assistance on
anything, please do not let us disappoint

On Saturday 17", April at 11AM there will be a
meeting with our INSTRUCTORS (teachers)
followed by a luncheon at the Club.

This gathering is essentially a “Thank-you” to our
Instructors for the work they do in keeping the
Club up and running. It will also be a venue for
them to discuss their concerns and present any
new ideas. Without an active Education Officer in
the Club, these people are left very much on their
own and we owe them more.

The meeting will also be attended by some of the
Committee members, and | also invite any

assistant Instructors and any member who may
wish to become an Instructor, to attend also.
However if you are one of the extras, please give
Barbara a call and let her know, for catering
purposes.

John Andersen.

EXHIBITION 2010

It’s that time again when we all have to start begin
thinking, planning and working towards our next
Exhibition. Only six and a bit months to go.
Make sure that you put October 29, 30 and 31 in
your diary now. There is a lot of work to be done
and all Members are needed to contribute in some
way.

We need Members to look after the Publicity,
Raffle, Top kitchen, Jewellery and Nik Nak stalls.
These are important areas and essential for the
success of YOUR Exhibition.

We intend to have a garden and floral theme and
display. ldeas are needed.

PLANTS will be needed so start potting now.
Succulents are always popular and are easy to pot.
Agapanthus and Cliveas always sell well.
BOOKS of all types are needed for the book stall.
If you need us to collect them contact a
Committee Member.

New ideas and suggestions are always needed.
Please talk to me if you can contribute in some
way.

John Weatherburn Co-ordinator 9871 3302

For The Exhibition

If you are wondering what to do with all
those cabs you’ve never set, excess
collected rough of any sort, fossils or
minerals, or have a need to downsize, then
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please consider donating materials to your
club to assist fund raising at the club
exhibition in October. Coloured faceting
rough to cut stones for the exhibition and
blue or green cabochon rough would be
particularly welcome.

Report on SOCIAL EVENT

Trivia and Terrific Treats

A Trivia and social afternoon was held in the
clubrooms on Saturday 6™ March, 2010. A total of
twenty members enjoyed the games and questions,
with the M&Ms {Chocolate Smarties !] winning
the Trivia team event.

A number of other prizes were won during the
afternoon before we enjoyed a table full of
Terrific Treats. Everyone present brought along a
plate of food so that there was a plentiful and wide
variety of nice food to nibble on as we got to
know one another better in a non-formal and
relaxed atmosphere.

Thank you to those members who did make the
effort to join us for an enjoyable afternoon

New Members

We would like to welcome our newest members —
Paddy Govender, from West Pennant Hills
Hunter Wardman, from Greenwich

We wish them much enjoyment cutting gemstones
and enjoying the other aspects of our Club.

FROM THE COMMITTEE:

Minor Changes to the Competition Schedule
for Club’s October Exhibition.

The Competition Committee has reviewed the
previous draft Competition Schedule and decided
on some minor changes that will make it easier to
comply with some of the Sections, as well as
adjusting some entries to make them compatible
with the 2010 Gemboree criteria. In this way,
some of our Exhibition entries could also be re-
entered in next year’s Gemboree competition.

The changes are as follows:

1. The material for the Fancy Cabochon
Sections O-1B.1, 1-1B.2, N-1B.3, and J-1B.4
has been changed from “Smokey Quartz” to
just “Quartz” (large pieces of Smokey Quartz
are currently difficult to obtain).

2. Section N-4A.2 — Opal Doublet, round, flat
top - had previously been incorrectly labeled
as N-4B.2

3. The material for faceting Sections O-9B.1 and
N-9B.2 has been changed to man-made
Coloured Corundum from the original Natural
Citrine (which is hard to get in sizeable
pieces) and both cuts are now Std Square Step
Cuts with Cut Corners.

The Committee considered a request for an
additional Silver Jewellery section for just Chains
but considered that the anticipated number of
entries - plus the existing four 18A sections in this
year’s schedule — would not justify adding another
two sections. Of course, chains can still be entered
in the O-18A.1 and N-18A.2 sections.

Several other very minor changes have been made
to the Conditions Of Entry but these were only to
make the Trophy requirements consistent with the
above Section changes.

Copies of the Final Schedule and the Conditions
of Entry are available in the Clubrooms.

Brian Burns



Instructors Meeting and Luncheon

An instructors meeting will be held on Saturday
17™ April, 11 am, inviting instructors, those
interested in becoming instructors and committee
members to discuss issues of class management.
This will be followed by a luncheon provided by
the club. For catering purposes, if you wish to
attend this event, please contact Barbara Try.

(see Committee Directory at rear)

Education Officer Required

The Education Officer position on committee

is currently vacant.

It is a liaison position between instructors and
committee, currently being managed by
committee, but ideally held by an individual.

Please consider whether you may have the skills
and time to join committee in this role.

Please contact club President John Andersen

to discuss issues if interested.

Field Trip Officers Report

Questions for the members to assist preparation
for outings

1. Does anyone know anything about an
occurrence of blue agate just to the south of
Wauchope?

2. What fossil locations have members been to or
know about that they would like to visit?

call Edward & Tereska Zbik on
Phone:(02) 9638 6586 day or
evening till 10:00 pm.
Mobile:0401 538 480

E-mail:etzed@optusnet.com.au

Report, Field Trip Kangaroo Valley

19-21 March 2010

Attendees: Paul & Kin Khoo & daughter,
Elizabeth, Ulrich & Sonja Sohock, Jean & Bruce
MacLeay, John & Gina Weatherburn, Jean & Bert
Deane, Tony & Joan Williams (from Shoalhaven)
& Ed & Tereska Zbik

Most stayed at the Glenmack Caravan Park with
E&T camping out at Bendeela Campground with
some 400 Scouts from the South Coast &

Tablelands Region having their Bass & Carp Fish-
out plus another 60 caravans and motor homes
from the Illawarra Touring Club. Saturday started
at 9:30 am with three cars heading to fossick
along the Upper Kangaroo River at FAbB9.
Another group headed straight for Kangaroo
Valley to fossick among the craft shops. We
arrived at the flood-way sign, parked, gathered our
gear and moved down to the rock shelf. The river
was running across 20m of the shelf along three
courses about 6” deep. Some stayed on the shelf
and explored downstream while the more
adventurous got their feet, socks and ankles wet
and crossed to the other side. Walking through the
lower levee bank, trees and boulder fields for
some 60 m upstream where the bush opened up in
a boulder field. Paul, Ulrich and I moved to the
river bank and explored for any prospects. Paul
found a petrified wood trunk 7” diameter and 9”
long, a very nice specimen. | picked up a dense
black boulder, accompanied by an assortment of
about 1% kg of rocks of various shapes and hues.
One piece was very dense and made up the bulk
of the 1%2kg. The debate was whether it was river
rounded petrified wood, a dense conglomerate or
fossilised dungerite or coprolites. By this time a
bus had arrived and a bush walking group passed
us by saying nothing can be found here and that
there are only agates to be found there. The
population had trebled and as it was near 12 noon.
We decided to travel down to Gerringong Creek
about 7km downstream.

Gerringong Creek was supposed to have sapphires
further downstream. It was tree lined and shaded,
with many rocks, boulders and pebbles but the
talk was about lunch and Berry, so we all made
our own way to Berry and explored that locality.

Sunday morning saw us depart for Moss Vale and
Wingecarribee River Bridge. We got to Eric
Hobson Parks and found the track had been
converted to a paved bike-way around Moss Vale
so we walked a kilometre and a bit to three spots
alongside the river bank. Exploratory holes where
dug into the clay and sieved with a reasonable
amount of pebbles being extracted, all that light
brown clayish colour staining most with a few
very white quartz rocks appearing. Tereska made
the big discovery by retrieving a fire grill? / piece
of grave fence? out of the river. Back to the car
park by the mandatory 12 noon and moved on to
Moss Vale to have lunch in the park just outside
the railway station.
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After this, we all moved in convoy to Red Cow
Farm, one of the beautiful gardens famous in the
area. More will be said by those who attended.
After two hours there, some returned to Kangaroo
Valley for another night, some returned to
Sydney.

Other Activities Planned.

1. Canowindra fossil dig with geologists and
palaeontologists  for the  Australian
Museum on a “strictly no collect basis”

2. Nundle Trip — November 2010. Tony Try
has been asked to do an extension trip after
Nundle.

3. Sunny Corner in January 2011

Safety Item  Forwarded by Ed Zbic,
NDLC Field Trips Officer

Here at Sea to Summit we regularly receive
guestions about the use of gaiters for snake
bite prevention.

This information has been offered by Bob
Cooper, an Australian expert in reptiles and
outback survival.

NB: These guidelines are relevant for
Australian snakes species and are intended
as guidelines only.

When in remote areas or where snakes are present wear
closed in footwear at all times. Use a stick or trekking
pole to probe your way though long grass.

Wear long trousers and or gaiters (or both) for maximum
leg protection.

Always carry three snake bite bandages and be well
practiced in the First Aid treatment before “reality bites”.

Consider snakes eat animals such as frogs and
mice, not human legs. Keep your campsite clean
of rubbish & food scraps, therefore attracting
less critters that snakes like to eat.

Do not try and catch snakes without being qualified to

do so.

The most densely woven, puncture resistant gaiter currently
made by Sea to Summit is the Quagmire Canvas Gaiter. All

Sea to Summit gaiters will add protection, but can never offer
100% protection against snake bites. However, wearing
gaiters along with taking care in snake prone areas will greatly
reduce the risk of being bitten. (see:
www.seatosummit.com.au/showproduct.php?Category=Gait

ers)

source Bob Cooper -
www.bobcoopersurvival.com

We have about 20 species of snakes in Australia that are
dangerous to humans, they all belong to a family called
Elapid — which means they all have fixed front fangs, the two
K9s are the only teeth producing venom.

Fortunately for us these Elapids have an average
length of their venom delivering fangs at about 5mm.
In very large snakes it is longer (eg a 2 metre King
Brown can be 12 mm in length).

Most don’t have true hypodermic fangs but they are so close
to being hollow that their delivery system is nearly as good.

The fact that they can all bite a flat surface means when they
strike, they open their mouth up very wide to ensure a strike
on their target — but they snap their mouth shut on first
contact with the target. This means for us, they will often bite
our trousers, clothing, boots or gaiters rather than our legs.
This is the reason long furred cats and dogs attacking
snakes often do not get envenomed.

There is no such thing as an aggressive snake - they are all
acting in defense.

90% of the approx 3000 bites a year in Australia are on
people trying to catch the snake.

90% of those bites are on hands or feet. 7% are treading on
snakes and the other 3% is made up of putting hands in the
wrong place and or sitting on them.

90% do not require anti venom because the snake is striking
in defense and not a predator strike which is when they will
“hang on” to their prey.

The pressure and immobilisation bandaging treatment is
extremely effective, | believe no one has died in Australia
once this had been applied in the first instance. Treat all

bites as serious.

Bob Cooper a leader in Australian Outback Survival trainer
and snake handler. Bob offers a range of training solutions
for individuals and organisations on these topics. For
more information see: www.bobcoopersurvival.com

For stockists of Sea to Summit product visit:
http://www.seatosummit.com.au/retailers.php?state

All the things we achieve are things we

have first of all imagined
David Malouf b.1934 Australian Author
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Colours of Gold, and a few interesting
related bits.

Gold as a pure metal is quite soft, easily scratched
and distorted by pressure.

A purity of 99.7% is considered 24 Kkarat
(American spelling used to avoid confusion with
carat weight to describe size of gems and rough)
gold and also called fine gold. Purity of gold in
excess of 99.95% is called proof gold, usually
used for standardization purposes and not
generally available for jewellery.

In order to harden gold to provide greater wear
characteristics (and in order to contain costs or
maximize profits), gold is commonly alloyed with
a number of metals both precious and common.

In addition the colour of gold may be changed
either subtly or dramatically by the alloying
process, giving rise to a huge range of design
potentials.

Processes that capitalise on deliberate colour
changes wrought by alloying and subsequent
working of gold include layering and laminating,
fusion,  soldering, engraving, reticulation,
application, electro-plating, forming, forging,
filing, sawing, casting, granulation, riveting and
inlay. I know I‘ve missed a few other lesser
known techniques.

Differing colours in gold may compliment or
contrast stones in settings, may minimise the
impact of the setting itself to enhance the
appearance of the stone, or be used as accent and
design features of totally metallic jewellery, or to
accent fashion.

Most commonly gold is seen in yellow, white or
rose, with fairly standard formulations achieving
standard karat values such as 14 or 18 karat.
However, many formulations for other colours
exist, those being dependent on specific ratios of
metals in the alloys and thus giving rise to
variable karat values.

See larger table below listing formulas for
coloured golds

Ratios of metals in gold alloys are based on
weight of metal. Given that gold is considerably
heavier than most metals with which it is alloyed,
the volume of other metal(s) in an alloy may
exceed that of the gold, though its weight may be
less than the gold.

Relative volumes of metals commonly alloyed
with gold, for any given weight

Symbol Element Density | Volume
name per
similar
weight of
Gold
Al Aluminium | 2.7 7.155 x
Zn Zinc 7.13 2.71x
Fe Iron 7.87 2.455 x
Cd Cadmium 8.65 2.234 X
Ni Nickel 8.9 2.171 x
Cu Copper 8.96 2.156 x
Ag Silver 10.5 1.84 x
Pd Palladium 12.02 1.607 x
Au Gold 19.32 1. x
Pt Platinum 21.45 0.901 x

Considering the weight differences of alloying
metals, gold alloys may have considerable weight
variation from that of pure gold.

Some Formulas for Coloured Gold Alloys
Source of information

(@) =The Design and Creation of Jewelery ; Eric von
Neumann

(b)=Gold Alloys. Composition of Gold Alloys in Coloured
Jewellery; Anne Marie Helmenstine (About.com)

Colour of | AlloyComposition | Meltingpoint
Alloy as % if supplied
Yellow Gold | Gold  91.67,  Silver

(22K) 5,Copper 2,

(b) Zinc 1.3

Standard Gold 92, Copper 8 750 C
British Gold = 1382F

(a)

Pale Yellow | Gold 92, Silver 0-8, | 750C

Gold Iron 0-8.3

(a)

Yellow Gold | Gold 58, Copper 14-28, | 750C

(14K) Silver 4-28

(a)

Yellow Gold | Gold 75, Silver10-20,

(18K) Copper 5-15

(a)

Dark  Red | Gold 50, Copper 50 1000 C
Gold = 1832 F

(a)

Red Gold | Gold75, Copper25

(18K)

(a) (b)

Rose Gold | Gold 75, Copper 22.25,

(18K) Silver 2.75

(b)

Pink Gold | Gold 75, Copper 20,




(18K) Silver 5

(b)

White Gold | Gold 75-85, Nickel 8-

@ 10, Zinc 2-9

Platinum Gold 60, Platinum 40 1500 C
Gold =2732F
(a)

White Gold | Gold 75, Platinum or

(18 K) | Palladium 25

(b)

White Gold | Gold 75, Palladium 10,

(18 K) | Nickel 10,

(b) Zinc 5

Palladium Gold 90, Palladium 10 1265 C
Gold = 2309 F
(a)

Gray White | Gold 75, Iron 17,

Gold (18 K) | Copper 8

(b)

Gray Gold | Gold 86, copper 38-46,

(@) silver 12-20

Soft Green | Gold 75, Silver 25

Gold (18K)

(b)

Light Green | Gold 75, Copper 23,

Gold (18K) | Cadmium 2

(b)

Green Gold | Gold 75, Silver 20,

(18K) Copper 5

(b)

Deep Green | Gold 75, Silver 15,

Gold (18K) | Copper 6,

(b) Cadmium 4

Blue White | Gold 75, Iron 25 1181 C =
or Blue 2129 F
Gold (18K)

(a)(b)

Purple Gold | Gold 80, Aluminium 20

(b)

Purple Gold | Gold 79, Aluminium 21 | 750 C =
(Roberts- 1382F
Austin)

(a)

Please note that there are considerable melting
point differences between alloys,

Equally any solder used for joining alloys must
have a melting point lower than the alloy with the
lowest melting point.

The above list of coloured alloys is by no means
exhaustive. Even black gold (formula patented)

is available.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Recent books and DVD’s received in
the Library: Lou Sun, Librarian
Received from June Staley, two donated
books.

Artist’s Jewellery and
Australian Jewellery — 19" and 20" Century

SOCIAL SECRETARY

The club committee position of Social Secretary is
currently vacant and as with all committee
positions we seek someone to step forward to fill
the position. With all such positions, much
support and education as necessary will be
provided by committee and the Old Hands in the
club who have previously filled the role.

Are you the right person?

Please contact John Anderson,
interested.

Age or gender no barrier.

President, if

The day, water, sun, moon, night----
| do not have to pay to enjoy these things.

Titus Maccius Platus, c254 — 184 BC.

TheCooks Corner

This recipe may sound a little weird, but believe
me, it works so well.

Fish Fritters

Ingredients

1 cup flour

Y tsp baking powder

1 egg

% cup ice cold water or soda water

1 banana, mashed

2 tbispns sweet chilli sauce

Y cup coriander

300 gm white fish, diced %2x 2 x 1 cm

Method

Combine first 4 ingredients, mix to a smooth
batter, let stand 5-10 minutes.

Add last 4 ingredients, mix well.

Heat a(non-stick is best) fry pan, add a tiny bit of
butter or oil, add tspns batter to pan and fry as
any pancake or fritter, turn when bubbles reach
the surface and the fritter is golden, fry second
side.

Serve with a salsa of finely diced mango, finely
diced red onion or spring onions and chopped
coriander

and a mixed leaf salad

Colin Hazell



DIRECTORY

John Andersen 98714162
Bonstyle@ Optusnet.com

President

Vice President Henry Scheele 9440 0109 m.

0439 302854 Henry.Scheele@csiro.au
Secretary Glenn Brown 9617 0446
glen.brown@csiro.au
secretary@ndlapidary.org.au
Treasurer Nivea Adami 9802 1477
nivadami@yahoo.com.au
Minutes Secretary  Alex Maitland 0402135965
ammaitland@optusnet.com.au
Editor of Lapis Colin Hazell 0410 659 729

col.hazell@Bigpond.com.au
Cutting Room Supervisor  Bert Deane 9653 1849

Education Officer  vacant

Field Trips Officer Edward Zbik 96386586
0410548480 etzed@optusnet.com.au
Librarian Lou Sun 9449 4434

Isfsun@hotmail.com
Social Secretary vacant
Publicity Officer 98718938
sgwaters@tpg.com.au
4393 6168
twotrys@bigpond.com.au
4393 6168

twotrys@bigpond.com.au

Sharon Waters

Gem Council Delegate Barbara Try

Committee Member ~ Tony Try

9484 0014
9878 4073

Club Telephone Number

Public Officer Brian Burns
Postal Address  Secretary
Northern Districts Lapidary Club
PO Box 59
Beecroft NSW 2119

~NORTHERN DISTRICTS LAPIDARY CLUB INC.
holds the majority of its monthly meetings in the
Beecroft Community Centre, Beecroft Road, Beecroft
at 8pm on the 2" Tuesday of each month except
January. Variation in date and time of meetings are
published in Lapis, and on the club website.

The Entrance to the clubrooms is on the railway side of
the building. ~

Membership Fees: effective from 01/07/2009
Entrance/ Annual Subs

Full Member aged 18 or more yrs  $25 $20
Junior member aged 10 to 17 yrs incl. $10 $10
Family Concession $40 As Above
Junior Associate member aged less than 10 yrs ~ No charge

In case of a person being admitted to membership on or
after January 1* in any Club financial year, the
subscription fee that year shall be half the amount.

THE CLUB FINANCIAL YEAR IS FROM
JULY 15T - JUNE 30™

WEBMASTER - Thomas Maitland
Mail to: tamaitland@optusnet.com.au

CURRENT CLASSES & ACTIVITIES
HELD IN CLUB ROOMS

Monday 7.30pm CABOCHON CUTTING
Instructors Glenn Brown 9617 0446
7.30pm SILVER JEWELLERY

Instructor Johan ten Hoedt 9484 6521

Tuesday 9.00am SILVER JEWELLERY workshop

Contact Ed Bentley 94985748
Wednesday 10.00am SENIORS ALL DAY Workshop
Contact George Hunter 9871 2126
7.30pm SILVER JEWELLERY
Instructor Brian Burns 9878 4073
Thursday  7.30pm CABOCHON CUTTING
Instructor John Weatherburn 9871 3302
7.30pm FACETING CLASS
Instructor Norm Fitzpatrick 9876 1815

Friday CASUAL COMPETITION CUTTING
No teacher — self help - enquiries please
contact John Weatherburn — 9871 3302

Saturday 1.00pm Family CLASS

Instructor Glenn Brown 96170446

with Corin Sadlier 9869 7775

1.00-3.00pm CARVING/FREEFORM

CLASS FEES can be paid to your class teacher,
also annual membership fees when due and any
purchases from the shop.

CLASS, CASUAL & WORKSHOPS FEES -
EFFECTIVE FROM 01/01/09
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First Class — per term (School Term) $30
Any Additional Class — per term (School Term) $25
Casual Use of Machinery — per attendance $5
Workshops — 2 day weekend $25

1 day (plus materials) $15

Workshop Weekends: Subject, Date, and requirements
will be printed in this newsletter as they occur.

There are waiting lists for some classes

DATES OF INTEREST

2010 — GEMBOREE - Tasmania — Devonport
— April 2-5

May 15-16, Lismore Club Gemfest
Lismore Showground

July 17-18, Cambelltown Club: Annual Gem,
Mineral and Jewellery Show, Community Hall,
Library Bldg, Ingleburn.

October 2-4 GEMKHANA

October29-31Northern Districts Lapidary Club
Bi-annual Gem Show
Beecroft Community Ctr, Beecroft Rd, Beecroft.

2011 - GEMBOREE — NSW - Bathurst —
April 22-25

Lapis now available by » or
a !l

Members, if you would prefer to receive your
LAPIS by email rather than by snail mail
please send you email address to Colin
Hazell. My email is
col.hazell@Bigpond.com.au

DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed in LAPIS are
those of the original Authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Committee
or Members of the Northern Districts Lapidary
Club Inc. Persons acting on any opinions, advice

or facts published in the Issue do so at their own
risk.

From the Editords
Please send me contributions for LAPIS. | am
interested in articles that would be enjoyed by one
and all.

Ph. (02) 9888 7650 or Mobile 0410 659 729
Email col.hazell@bigpo nd.com.a u

What a delight it is

When, of a morning,
| get up and go out

To find in full bloom a flower
That yesterday was not there

Tachibana Akembi, 1818 -1868 Japanese Poet

De sk
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